By Rob Lester

Roly is the Chairman of the
Tongariro National Troutr
Centre Society,

Top: The expansion of the
visitor centre and museum is
well underway

Fhoto by: Ken Kinnmins

Far right: Conceptual
drawing of the proposed
agquarinm complex

Courtesy Thorborn
Consuldtants and fobn Grose

54

uring the late 1990°s,asmall group

of Department of Conservation

staff discussed the possibility of
a fresh water aquarium at the Tongariro
National Trout Centre. This vision included
enclosed aquariums, full of indigenous fish
and crustacea on exhibit in an environ-
ment as close to reality as possible At the
time a supporting paper for the venture
was put together. Simultaneously the
Tongariro National Trout Centre Society
wias planning the first stage of a Visitor
Centre Museum, themed on trout and con-
servation values.
Given that DOC and the Society were
closely aligned, both in terms of facility

W Riew: Erilior the Trout Centre

development and common purpose, it
was a given that the Aquarium project
would become part of any development
considerations for the future once plan-
ning and funding had been achieved,
The first ‘River Walk’ Museum and Visitor
Centre was opened in 2003 - the result
of a prodigious effort by Tongariro
National Trout Centre Society volunteers
and benefactors - on land made avail-
able through a Management Agreement
with the Department of Conservation.

The success of this venture, due in no
small measure to the enthusiasm of
volunteer support, generated further
interest in expanding the delivery of

conservation and bio-diversity pro-
grammes to young New Zealanders With
generous support from Genesis Energy,
DOC and the Society directed their com-
bined efforts towards a school room -
and in 2006 the ‘Whakapumautanga
(Darkie) Downs' Learning Centre was
put in place complete with a full-time
Educator, a part-time assistant and
support from Society volunteers.
Concurrent with this activity, the Society
began working in earnest on the expan-
sion plan for the Museum, which was
running out of space for exhibits - and
the possibility of bringing into reality,
the aquarium development that had
been first raised some years before.
After four years of discussion and
$155,000 spent on architectural draw-
ings and building consents, the dream of
DOC staff and Society volunteers is now
close to becoming reality. The Tongariro
National Trout Centre has entered a
new era in its bid to become a premier

attraction for tourists and the public
of New Zealand alike. This includes the
integrated education programme, teach-
ing young people about the importance
and sustainability of fresh water and
conservation values, .
Work began in carly 2009 with the instal-
lation of a sewage reticulation system and
the construction of a more scenic and user
friendly entrance pathway to the facility,
both of which are now complete. The first
stage of the visitor centre expansion at the
end of the new entrance pathway is now
well underway and the final stages of plan-
ning for the aquarium project are being
worked through. These facilities will even-
tually all be integrated make a spectacle
for visitors to the site,

It doesn't end there though. In the
medium term there are plans to house
the captive breeding programme for the
rare Whio or blue duck on site which
will also be a fantastic addition to an
already vibrant and active facility.
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Concept for National Freshwater Aquarium
Tongariro National Trout Centre

Thorbum Consuflants Lid New Zeatand

Dindec Eth June 2008
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NATIONAL FRESHWATER AQUARIUM
Tongariro National Trout Centre

1 - Splash Tank 6 - Riffle Pool

2 - Headwaters 7 - Native - Close up

3 - Mudfish 8 - Exotic - Close up

4 - Deep Forest Pool 9 - Large Exotic

5 - Eel 10 - Lowland River / Lake

EXISTING
HATCHERY

EXISTING
VISITOR CENTRE

The new entrance The major players in this endeavour indigenous species

pathway is now complete

and pest fish, which
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- Genesis Energy, the Department of
Conservation and the Tongariro National
Trout Centre Socicty will be well rewarded
by being acknowledged over future gen-
erations, for making this happen.

New Zealand will have a valuable asset,

will be ‘state-of-the-art in both presenta-
tion and substance.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING
A MEMBER OF THE TONGARIRO
NATIONALTROUT CENTRE SOCIETY

I you are email ust routcentre@reap.org.nz

Computer generated graphic of the proposed aquariom complex. Courtesy Thorburn Consultants and Jolin Grose
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_Parklands Motorlodge

L COMFLE CONTERENCT, CENTEE » KERTAURART AND DAL

The ideal base for skilng, fishing, tramping, rafting and explaring the Tengarira
National Park, Best Western Parklands Motorladge features 31 comfortable ground
Floor umits - 12 Studio Uslts sheep 1-2 persans. 15 One hedroom family units sleep

1-5 persons a1l with kitchenette. A 20 poimt Motorhome Park and ampie parking

for vehicles and boats. Coach groups welcome. 35mins to Whakapapa Skifield,
2 minutes to the Tongariro River, A great base Sumsmer or Winter.

www.parklandsmoteriodge.co.
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